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Dear ECEC Members, dear readers,

The ECEC Executive Board’s term is quickly
approaching its second half and there are a
lot of important things going on. Based on
two common workshops of all ECEC
member organisations the Executive Board
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has developed an Advocacy Strategy that
will be presented and discussed during the
ECEC General Assembly Meeting in
Podgorica.

One of its focus points is advocating for the
implementation of a Common Training
Framework for (Civil) Engineers. On this
important topic the ECEC joined forces with
the European Council of Civil Engineers, and
in the meetings with the European
Commission both the Presidents of ECEC
and ECCE are involved. 

The Engineers for Europe (E4E) Project is
also taking up speed and currently as the
researching process in order to determine
the needs and wants of European Chartered
Engineers has begun. We would like to invite
you to participate in this research, that will be
the basis for the common development of
the skills strategy.

On behalf of the ECEC Executive Board, I
would like to wish you a wonderful spring.

Looking forward to seeing you soon,

Klaus Thürriedl,

ECEC President

     EVENTS

Progress Of the E4E project

After a productive project meeting in late
March, the Engineers for Europe project is
now quickly developing with the start of the
research process. The partner organisations,
including the ECEC, are now collecting data
on the engineering profession in Europe.
The research focus extends on objectives
such as skills and competences needed for
Engineers, Engineering consciousness and
independence, success factors, Sustainable
Development and several other aspects of
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Engineering.
 

Launch of Engineers4Europe
Survey: Invitation to participate

The ECEC is part of the Europe wide
Engineers for Europe (E4E) project that is
funded by the European Union (Erasmus+).
The project aims at establishing a regular
exchange about educational requirements
between engineering profession, education
and industry by establishing a permanent
“Skills Council”, identifying new trends in
European (continuous) education and
developing a “Skills Strategy” and innovative
(CPD) training methods for the profession.
 
The development of the Skills Strategy is
based on a broad European Research on
the situation, wants and needs of the
Engineering profession.
 
The online survey for engineering
professionals, employers, academics and
STEM stakeholders has now been launched.
It is divided in two parts:
 
Survey 1: personal data / generic questions
on the Engineering Profession / questions on
sustainability

Survey 2: personal data (first six questions
are identical to survey 1) / Engineering
Education / Stakeholder Policies /
Entrepreneurship
 
Please note: The survey is open until 15 July
2023

International Women’s Day 2023

On this year’s International Women’s Day on
March 8th the ECEC participated by
shedding light on the many brilliant women in
Engineering. The Engineering Profession is
still a largely male-dominated field, it is
therefore important to bring representation of
female Engineers to the forefront. Read our
article on some activities here.
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CEPLIS panel discussion

In relation to International Women’s Day,
Klaus Thürriedl took part at the Eurocrades
and CEPLIS panel discussion on gender
equality in Liberal Professions with the
objective to evaluate developments and
shortcomings of this matter. President
Thürriedl there addressed how women are
still under-represented in Engineering, even
though they play an important role especially
in the education of young Engineers and the
design process in general.

Female professionals still often face
discrimination in the workplace, this
continuously must be addressed and fought.
You can read more on this topic and the
Eurocrades and CEPLIS discussion panel in
our news article.

     EU NEWS

Forum on European standardisation

The European Parliament’s Committee on
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the Internal Market adopted a report on a
standardisation strategy for the single
market. The new strategy shall bring a more
efficient standardisation process and lead to
a more consistent and predictable process of
timely adoption, high-quality standards and a
better involvement of the Parliament, the
Council and relevant stakeholders. This will
particularly benefit SMEs, whose needs were
expressly taken into account.

The new report on a standardisation strategy
was developed in accordance with the
Commission’s new Standardisation Strategy
for a resilient, green and digital Single
Market, which also stresses the importance
of SMEs and other civil society organisations
in order to fulfil the needs of the industry as
well as the societal interests.

Read more in the European Parliaments
Press Release.

European Green Deal:

With the first adoption of legislation of the Fit
for 55 package on 28th March with the
agreement of the EU Member States, the
European Union is setting path to further
implement the European Green Deal. With
this, revised regulation standards for new
cars and vans, Effort Sharing and Land Use
as well as Land Use and Forestry have been
adopted through the 27 ministers for the
environment. This puts the European Union
right on track for its road to become climate
neutral by 2050.

The revision of the new CO2 emission
performance standards for all new cars sets
new requirements for all newly registered
cars, as they will have to be zero-emission
vehicles from 2035. The Member States
have also adopted a revision of the Effort
Sharing Regulation with specific goals for
ambitious cutbacks of annual greenhouse
gas emission targets. Similar modifications
have been made for the LULUCF Regulation
(Land Use Change and Forestry Regulation).

More information on the revisions and the
legislation’s impact on the European Green
Deal can be found in the Commission’s
Press Release.
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Critical Raw Materials Act

In March, the Commission of the European
Union proposed a piece of legislation that
would ensure the EU’s access to a secure,
diversified, affordable and sustainable supply
of critical raw materials. These are needed
for a wide range of industries. The new
Critical Raw Materials Act could help
strengthen the EU Single Market further and
mitigate risks related to the import of these
materials.

Key points of the proposal are:

Creating secure and resilient EU
critical raw materials supply chains
Ensuring that the EU can mitigate
risks through monitoring these chains
Investing in research, innovation and
skills on the global market
Protecting the environment by
improving circularity and sustainability
of critical raw materials through
additional measures by the Member
States once the materials are in use
Additional goals on the international
level as well as further steps

More information on the Critical Raw
Materials Act, its importance and its impact
can be found in the Commission’s Press
Release.

http://amxe.net/f2rubt9v--ufhk78zq-161x


Energy Performance of Buildings
Directive

The Committee on Industry, Research and
Energy (ITRE) of the European Parliament
has recently decided on a revision of the
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive
with the objective of reaching climate-
neutrality at a steady pace by 2050. With the
adoption of this new text, all new buildings
should be zero-emission from 2028, while
new buildings operated by public authorities
need to apply this change from 2026.
Residential buildings would then need to
achieve energy performance class E by
2030 and class D by 2033. The text
proposes more specific regulations based on
individual types of buildings. The revision
also foresees a stricter classification of
energy performances of buildings based on
national average building stocks. Member
States would also need to ensure that fossil
fuels are banned for heating systems by
2035.

The European Parliament is now discussing
the specificalities of the revision and will
soon enter into negotiations with the Council.

Public Buyers Community Platform

In April of 2023, the European Commission
launched the Public Buyers Community
Platform, which gives public buyers such as
authorities, stakeholders of various
industries, SMEs and academics the chance
of achieving a better cooperation between
the different stakeholders. For this, the
Platform was developed under the DG
GROW initiative, where it presents various
subgroups for communication in a safe
environment to active members. The
Commission has included a BIM in public
Procurement platform for the fields of
Architecture, Engineering, Construction and
Operation industry. The aim of this subgroup



is to make the adoption of BIM more
accessible to stakeholders, resulting in a
more cost-effective and sustainable planning
procedure.

If you would like to know more about the
Public Buyers Community Platform, you can
read our News Article under this link or visit
the official website: https://public-buyers-
community.ec.europa.eu/.

©EU
Day of Liberal Professions 2023

The annual Day of Liberal Professions was
organised on 2 May 2023 by the Liberal
Professions Category of the Economic and
Social Committee (EESC) under the title
“Fostering Skills and Delivering the Green
Deal”.

The green transition affects all industries and
it largely depends on the expertise and
realisation of liberal professionals to find
solutions for this crisis. This extends Civil
Engineering and requires the input from
technical, legal and financial aspects. These
factors were highlighted in this years Day of
Liberal Professions in various panels, with
Panel 2 directly addressing the role of Civil
Engineers and Architects.

For more information, please visit the
European Economic and Social Committee
website or read more in our News Article.

Construction Products Regulation

The members of the Internal Market
Committee of the European Parliament have
recently voted to adopt a draft on a revision
of the construction products regulation.
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This revision intends to help fasten the
standardisation process between the
member states as well as taking anything
related to the direct installation during the
construction process out of the scope of
application, making the process faster and
more efficient. The draft also urges the
Commission to establish criteria for the
green public procurement and introduce
initiatives to make the registration of
construction products easier and more
economical.

Read more on the revision in the European
Parliament’s press release.

Green Claims Directive

The European Commission has recently
brought forward a proposal for a Directive on
substantiation and communication of explicit
environmental claims, or as it is more
commonly called, the Green Claims
Directive.

The aim of the proposal is to avoid
greenwashing in consumer communication
and increase consumer confidence in labels.
Through this Directive, companies will be
required to substantiate their claims on their
environmental performance using Product
and Organisation Environmental methods.

The procedure of the first reading for this
proposal is currently ongoing.

Find out more about the Directive and read
its full text here.

     UPCOMING
Election of the European Parliament
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The Council of the EU has now officially
confirmed the dates for the next election of
the European Parliament for 6 to 9 June
2024. The national dates will be decided
within this time frame.

European Steel Design Awards 2023

President Thürriedl has been invited once
again to be a jury member for the European
Steel Design Awards. This is the second
time for him to make an appearance at the
awards as a jury member, having attended
the European Steel Bridge Awards last year.
He was selected as a jury member to
represent chartered Engineers of Europe as
President of the ECEC. The full event will
take place in September.

Visit the European Convention for
Constructional Steelwork homepage for
more information.

     SEE ALSO
LinkedIn

The ECEC has recently established its very
own LinkedIn Account. This will enable the
ECEC to strengthen its position online and
improve the network with the partner
organisations and other professionals.

Visit
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-
council-of-engineers-chambers/ to view and
follow the ECEC’s LinkedIn page.
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